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  COP17	
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  of	
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Durban	
  COP17:	
  ‘Africa’s	
  Climate	
  Summit’	
  

confirmed	
  21st-­‐c.	
  climate-­‐related	
  
deaths	
  of	
  180	
  million	
  Africans	
  (Chris'an	
  Aid)	
  



Copenhagen	
  Accord,	
  COP	
  15,	
  December	
  2009	
  
• 	
  Jacob	
  Zuma	
  (SA)	
  

• 	
  Lula	
  da	
  Silva	
  (Brazil)	
  
• 	
  Barack	
  Obama	
  (USA)	
  
• 	
  Wen	
  Jiabao	
  (China)	
  

• 	
  Manmohan	
  Singh	
  (India)	
  



‘Useful	
  	
  Africa’	
  
Source:	
  Le	
  Monde	
  
Diploma(que,	
  Feb	
  2011	
  

‘SSA’ 



Environmental Performance Index trends, 2012 

Countries	
  rapidly	
  
declining	
  in	
  EPI	
  









	
   New	
  Partnership	
  
for	
  Africa’s	
  
Development	
  is	
  
‘philosophically	
  
spot	
  on’	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Walter	
  Kansteiner,	
  US	
  
State	
  Dep't,	
  2003	
  

Pretoria	
  abolishing	
  –	
  or	
  	
  
polishing	
  –	
  global	
  apartheid?	
  







hVp://davidharvey.org	
  



‘circuits	
  of	
  capital’:	
  where	
  flows	
  go,	
  unevenly	
  

CRISIS	
  

EXPLOITATION	
  

Source:	
  David	
  Harvey,	
  	
  
The	
  Urbaniza(on	
  of	
  Capital 

consumer	
  credit	
  
boom,	
  
mutual	
  aid	
  
systems,	
  ‘site	
  
and	
  service’,	
  etc	
  

gendered	
  
reproduc(on	
  
of	
  labour	
  
power,	
  etc	
  

commercial-­‐
isa(on,	
  home-­‐
based	
  care,	
  etc	
  





‘overaccumula,on’	
  
and	
  financialisa,on:	
  
sources	
  of	
  decline	
  in	
  US	
  
manufactuing	
  profits	
  

•  US	
  corporate	
  profits	
  derived	
  much	
  less	
  
from	
  manufacturing	
  products;	
  

•  much	
  greater	
  sources	
  of	
  profits	
  from	
  
abroad;	
  

•  profits	
  also	
  came	
  more	
  from	
  returns	
  on	
  
financial	
  assets.	
  

• Source:	
  Gerard	
  Dumenil	
  and	
  Dominique	
  Levy	
  

crisis	
  of	
  surplus	
  value	
  extrac(on	
  

‘temporal	
  fix’	
  

‘spa(al	
  fix’	
  

GDP	
  stagna(on	
  

%	
  of	
  total 



Ugandan	
  marxist	
  
Dani	
  Nabudere	
  
(1929-­‐2011)	
  	
  

‘financializa,on’	
  	
  
thesis	
  vindicated	
  

The	
  Crash	
  of	
  
Interna(onal	
  	
  
Finance	
  Capital	
  	
  

and	
  	
  
The	
  Rise	
  and	
  Fall	
  
of	
  Money	
  Capital	
  	
  

source: The Economist 





The	
  Economist	
  
magazine	
  changes	
  

its	
  tune	
  







or	
  instead	
  is	
  
Africa	
  

‘Resource	
  
Cursed’	
  

‘Useful	
  Africa’,	
  	
  
Le	
  Monde	
  
Diploma8que,	
  
February	
  2011	
  





1.  South	
  Africa	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  599	
  
2.  Botswana	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   92	
  
3.  Zambia	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   75	
  
4.  Ghana	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   43	
  
5.  Namibia	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   32	
  
6.  Angola	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   32	
  
7.  Mali	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   29	
  
8.  Guinea	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  21	
  
9.  Mauritania	
   	
   20	
  
	
   Tanzania	
   	
   20	
  
	
   Zimbabwe	
   	
   20	
  

Africa’s	
  
mining	
  

produc,on	
  
by	
  country,	
  

2008	
  



what	
  happened	
  at	
  Marikana	
  on	
  16	
  August	
  2012?	
  	
  

















overall,	
  SA	
  workers	
  lost	
  wages	
  
compared	
  to	
  capital’s	
  profits	
  



consumer	
  debt	
  reaches	
  unprecedented	
  heights	
  

Source: SA Treasury 



last	
  year,	
  only	
  Greece	
  had	
  	
  
higher	
  interest	
  rate	
  (Feb	
  2011)	
  



inequality	
  in	
  2011	
  
the	
  worst	
  amongst	
  large	
  socie,es	
  

Source: World Bank 



The Economist after Obama’s Ghana speech, 2009 



Zine	
  El	
  Abidine	
  Ben	
  Ali,	
  Tunisia	
  –	
  1987-­‐2011	
  
Hosni	
  Mubarak,	
  Egypt	
  –	
  1981-­‐2011	
  	
  
Moummar	
  Gaddafi,	
  Libya	
  –	
  1969-­‐2011	
  
Meles	
  Zenawi,	
  Ethiopia	
  –	
  1995-­‐2012	
  	
  
Teodoro	
  Obiang	
  Nguema	
  Mbasago,	
  Equatorial	
  Guinea	
  –	
  1979-­‐present	
  	
  
Jose	
  Eduardo	
  dos	
  Santos,	
  Angola	
  –	
  1979-­‐present	
  	
  
Robert	
  Mugabe,	
  Zimbabwe	
  –	
  1980-­‐present	
  	
  
Paul	
  Biya,	
  Cameroon	
  –	
  1982-­‐present	
  	
  
Yoweri	
  Museveni,	
  Uganda	
  –	
  1986-­‐present	
  	
  
King	
  Mswa(	
  III,	
  Swaziland	
  –	
  1986-­‐present	
  	
  
Blaise	
  Compaoré,	
  Burkina	
  Fasso	
  –	
  1987-­‐present	
  	
  
Omar	
  al-­‐Bashir,	
  Sudan	
  –	
  1989-­‐present	
  	
  
Idriss	
  Deby,	
  Chad	
  –1990-­‐present	
  	
  
Isaias	
  Afewerki,	
  Eritrea	
  –1993-­‐present	
  
Yahya	
  Jammeh,	
  Gambia	
  –	
  1994-­‐present	
  	
  
Paul	
  Kagame,	
  Rwanda	
  –	
  1994-­‐present	
  

African	
  Resource	
  Curse?	
  tyrants	
  needed!	
  



with	
  rare	
  excep(ons,	
  Obama	
  nurtures	
  Africa’s	
  tyrants	
  

Yanneh	
  Zenawi	
   Gomes	
   Wade	
  

Mswa8	
  Deby	
  Gaddafi	
   Compaore	
  

Obiang	
   Kagame	
  









it	
  is	
  ,me	
  to	
  correct	
  GDP	
  bias	
  (global)	
  

A	
  “genuine	
  progress	
  indicator”	
  corrects	
  the	
  bias	
  in	
  GDP	
  Source:	
  redefiningprogress.org	
  	
  



new	
  measurements:	
  against	
  GDP	
  



new	
  measurements	
  against	
  GDP	
  
Sea[le:	
  
• 	
  physical	
  health	
  	
  
• 	
  8me	
  or	
  work-­‐life	
  balance	
  	
  
• 	
  social	
  connec8on	
  and	
  
community	
  vitality	
  	
  
• 	
  educa8on	
  	
  
• 	
  access	
  to	
  arts,	
  culture	
  and	
  
recrea8on	
  
• 	
  environmental	
  quality	
  and	
  
access	
  to	
  nature	
  
• 	
  good	
  governance	
  
• 	
  material	
  well-­‐being	
  	
  
• 	
  psychological	
  well-­‐being	
  

• 	
  Ecological	
  footprint	
  
• 	
  Full	
  cost	
  accoun8ng	
  	
  	
  
• 	
  Global	
  Peace	
  Index	
  
• 	
  Green	
  GDP	
  
• 	
  Gross	
  domes8c	
  product	
  	
  
• 	
  Happy	
  Planet	
  Index	
  	
  
• 	
  Human	
  Development	
  
	
  Index	
  	
  
• 	
  Index	
  of	
  Sustainable	
  
Economic	
  Welfare	
  

Genuine	
  Progress	
  Indicator	
  	
  





extrac,on!	
  
Where	
  is	
  the	
  
Wealth	
  of	
  
Na(ons?	
  
World	
  Bank	
  
method	
  for	
  

adjus,ng	
  savings	
  
to	
  account	
  for	
  a	
  

country’s	
  
tangible	
  wealth	
  
and	
  resource	
  
deple,on	
  

Zambia,	
  2007	
  	
  



South	
  Africa’s	
  natural	
  capital	
  accounts	
  
a	
  first	
  cut	
  in	
  the	
  World	
  Bank’s	
  Changing	
  Wealth	
  of	
  Na(ons	
  (2011)	
  

substan(al	
  ‘subsoil	
  assets’	
  within	
  ‘natural	
  capital’,	
  2005	
  

deple(on	
  of	
  subsoil	
  (mineral)	
  assets	
  =	
  9%	
  of	
  income	
  

net	
  decline	
  in	
  SA’s	
  per	
  person	
  wealth:	
  $245	
  	
  	
  



World	
  Bank	
  
(minimalist)	
  
adjustments	
  
to	
  ‘genuine	
  
savings’	
  

fixed	
  capital	
  (-­‐),	
  
educa,on	
  (+),	
  

natural	
  resource	
  
deple,on	
  (-­‐),	
  and	
  

pollu,on	
  (-­‐)	
  

       

  





mul,na,onal	
  corporate	
  profits	
  
as	
  a	
  percentage	
  of	
  firm	
  equity	
  

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extrac8ve	
  industries	
  




